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SOUTH ASIA BIBLE COMMENTARY

(http://pneumareview.com/equipping-to-preach-the-bible-an-interview-with-finny-philip/)

SOUTH Asia

= | | BIBLE C()I\I.\H;Ml\]-‘:‘:

0] A onc-robatt ey e
1

John Lathrop: Please give
us a brief history of the de-
velopment of this commen-
tary.

Finny Philip: The South
Asia Bible Commentary
(SABC) is a project of
Langham Partnership Inter-
national and partners.
Langham is the organization
founded by the late evangeli-
cal scholar, author and leader
John Stott. John R. W. Stott
(1921-2011), "started
Langham in 1969 with the vi-
sion that every pastor in ev-
ery church is equipped to
preach the Bible."

The project started in
2008 when a few Langham
scholars in India came to-
gether for fellowship in
Kolkata. The project is led by
Brian Wintle (New Testa-
ment scholar), three Old Tes-
tament theological editors
(Drs. Paul Swarup, J.B.
Jeyraj, Havilah Dharmraj)
and two New Testament
theological editors, Dr. Jacob
Cherian and myself.

Who are the contributors
to this volume and what coun-
tries are they from?

Finny Philip: The writers
are all South Asian-scholars
from India, Pakistan, Nepal,
and Sri Lanka contributed to
the volume. The commentar-
ies have been written by over
ninety scholars. This resource
represents the first effort of
its kind written by South
Asians.

What denominations do
the commentators come
from?

Finny Philip: Pentecostals,
Baptist, Methodist, Brethren,
Church of North India,
Church of South India, and
the rest are evangelicals and
charismatics. Of the 92 schol-

ars who contributed to
SABC, 18 are Pente-
costals including the
two New Testament
editors.

What are some of
the main theological
concerns facing the
church in South Asia at
this time?

Finny Philip: There
a lot of issues that the
commentary deals
with.

To speak to South
Asians powerfully and
with relevance, the
commentary uses local meta-
phors and imagery and helps
its users apply the Bible to the
challenges in their culture. In
addition to the commentary,
more than 100 topics are ex-
plored from a biblical per-
spective, including:

Bribery & Corruption

Caste

Children At Risk

Christian Bhakti (devo-
tion) in South Asia

Death and Life after
Death

Human Traf?cking

Jesus in South Asia/ South
Asian responses to Christ

Karma and Fatalism

Living as the People of
God in South Asia

Mission of God in South
Asia

The Finality of Christ

The Holy Spirit in South
Asian Spirituality

Violence against Women

Witchcraft and Demons

Yoga, Gurus and God men

Are there any particular
features of this commentary
that you would like to men-
tion?

Finny Philip:

Need for Education

With little or no training
available for many of these
grass-root level workers,
teaching that doesn't line up
with Scripture can spread
easily. Despite a lack of pas-
toral resources, Cherian says
there's remarkably easy ac-
cess to television evangelists,
who sometimes preach bibli-
cally but many times do not.
"Sometimes American evan-
gelistic conglomerates seem
to be looking for franchises
in the majority world rather
than genuine partners. Many
seem to want a little outpost
here, which further muddles

the theological waters. There
are also Indian television
preachers mimicking West-
ern preachers, who tend to
spread a prosperity gospel. ...

Addressing Cultural Chal-
lenges

Christians in India face
unique challenges as they in-
tegrate a minority religion into
the dominant Hindu culture.
"There is a big need for bibli-
cally balanced teaching of
identity issues. How should
Christians present them-
selves? How should we
present our faith? Most of the
time, a particular group of
Christians maintains their de-
nominational culture. A Meth-
odist church in India, for ex-
ample, looks very much like
a Methodist church in the
U.S. Churches often sing
Western worship songs that
have been translated into the
local language, but music is a
large part of culture and var-
ies across cultures. Many
people feel that the way the
gospel is being presented in
India is too Western-that we
should be Hindu culturally
while being disciples of
Christ."

But it's not easy deciding
which elements are religious
and which are merely cultural.
Some Yeshubhakta groups
(Jesus devotees) prefer to
hold a service that may re-
semble a Hindu religious ser-
vice, using indigenous music
forms and even some San-
skrit, rather than something
that looks very much like a
Western Christian service.
"How do we present the gos-
pel and not make Jesus look
like he's a white American?
It's a challenge that affects
every area of gospel liturgy."

The Relevancy of Scrip-
ture in an Indian Context

Most Western Bible study
material is naturally geared
toward Christians from a
Western background. But
Cherian is part of a growing
group of scholars dedicated
to providing resources for
Christians in South Asian cul-
tures. They have unique in-
sight into the relevancy of
Scripture in this context.
"Proverbs are ancient wis-
dom. India also has traditions
of proverbs. In Tamil Nadu,
a state in southern India,
there was a famous poet, and

there are people who follow
the teachings of that poet as
a religion. So commentators
or scholars in south India
writing on the book of Prov-
erbs must compare and inter-
act with this poet."”

"There are many other
passages or biblical themes
that have a unique context in
India. Millions of Indians go
to sacred rivers to wash their
sins away, so if you are writ-
ing something on baptism, you
are going to address how
Christian baptism differs
from the religious bathing that
millions of Hindus do, and
how that would relate to them.
We cannot let that topic go
without saying something
about the idea of purity and
pollution in Old Testament
texts. In the rural areas, some
caste groups consider others
impure. So discussions of pu-
rity and pollution can resonate
with people differently."

[From Jessi Strong, "The
Gospel in a Diverse Place"
Bible Study Magazine (Mar/
Apr 2015).]

This volume will be avail-
able in the United States.
Please give our readers some
more information about this.

Finny Philip: Yes, itwill be
available from Zondervan to
all of the major book distribu-
tors.

About the Author: Finny
Philip, MA (University of
Kerala), BD, MTh
(Serampore), PhD (Durham,
UK), is Principal of Filadelfia
Bible College in Udaipur, In-
dia and Mission Director of
the Filadelfia Fellowship
Church of India. He is also
on the Board of Lausanne
Movement, Evangelical Fel-
lowship of India (EFI) He is
the author of Origins of
Pauline Pneumatology: The
Eschatological Bestowal of
the Spirit upon Gentiles in Ju-
daism and in the Early De-
velopment of Paul's Theology
(Mohr Siebeck, 2005). He
serves also as consulting edi-
tors for Journal of Biblical and
Pneumatological Research
(JBPR), Wipf and Stock,
USA and Langham Mono-
graph Series, Langham, UK.
He and his wife, Mrs. Glory
Philip, and their children,
Joanne and Amy, are commit-
ted to serving the Lord in
North India.
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